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®They come in
threes, often arriving or departing
in black Cadillacs
or.ather large, dark-colored sedans,®

Supermatural fore:s full
o phaniam dntimicda-
tors: so Iz UFOlogy,
with Its tales of myste.
fieus men i biack
{MI8), Such stories
date back ol least
1953, when Bndgeport,
Connecticul, factory
clerk Albert K. Bend-
ef founder and direc-
tor of the Inlernational
FlyingSaucerBureay

clamed ha had been
visited by hree man
dressad in black suits

Aecarding lo Bend

ar, the MIB nob only
revealed lhe secret
of [fying saucets, but
they alsa fnlimafed
Fed aneh dpuin jel il
helold anyone else,

"‘ A

"Ninety-nina per-
zenl of the MIB are
mierl” Boigwicz =ays
“Invariafily they are
dressed in black
gloties thatappear
aither neatly pressed
or ke they haven't
BEen Itoned in wosks.
They sisiemarnly
came'in threes, oiten
arfving o cegatling
ity Bfack Cadillacs or
olfier large dark-col-
ofed sedans

One anonymeus
solrce: fold Aojewics
pfan unsettiing en-
counter that took
place ina unversity li-
Braryreading room. A
singllar mate figure
dressed In a white

.

Bultably Impressed, ' shirt. blaek st and
Bender lojded his a “black, Texanlike
burgeoning bureau { sifing tie” bied ic en

and headed ol 1o Los

Angeles. And in i ias! Ssue of the gralp's newsiciier Space
Review. he cryplically warned “those angaged o saucer
wark 1o piease be very caulious.” ] '

Bender may wall have been an ecceniric, but his case
was:hardly unigue. Many UFQ investigators siaim thal MIB
plagae therm 1o this gay, “The curious thing," says Peter Ro-
JBWICZ, & talklorist who has sludied the phenomenon, “is that
MIB somalimes. show up bHefore the witness has had a
chancs oreport a UFD sighting, They oiten have intimate
Informalion atiout the: percipient that only he or a family
member walid riormally have actess to. And fhey custom-
arily' idertify themselves as miltary-intelligence officers.”

Reljewios, now arassistant prolessor of humanities at The
Juillifgrd School in New York, first becamie tascinated by MIB

stories and ' (he: peaple who told them in the early Eighties
whilerasgarehing! 8 doctoralrthesis on UFQ folkiore at the:

Universily of Penpsylvania, His studies revealed a series of
bizarre, If contadietony, patterns

gage e fescameher
in-a casual conversation about UFOs. I told him | didnt
much care whather they were real, physical-flying crafl or
riobbut that | found stories aboul them inleresting,” said Re-
ewinz’s sourca. "Wail. | thotight the guy was goina o come
unglued! Me became highly agitaied 'Flying saueers are
fhe most impartant tact of the century, he shouted. ‘and
you're notintarosted?’

Not .everyone within the UFO community accepis the
exstence ol men in black. "I've tisd svervining | know in
the lasl thirty years (o gel them inierested in mz. witheut &
nibhle says James Moseley, who publishas the irraverent
and [conoclasiic broadsheel Saucer Smear ;

Despite Moseley s lack of a personal encounter, Rojewicz
correlates:the chances of canftanting the MIB-with the indl-
vidual's degree of UFO nvalyemenl. He advises, however,
notte fretif it happens tovou! "Keep assense ot hiimer about
yeursall. Den't'gel upselor take thef toa serfousty. In‘other
words; donit leed the phenamenon, —DENNIS:STAGY
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