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• rhey comem 
threes, often arriving or departing 

in black Cadillacs 
or other large, dark-colored sedans.' 

Supernatural lore 1s full 
of phanlom inlim1da­
lors so Is UFOfogy. 
with rts tales of myste­
rious men 1n black 
(MIB) SUch stories 
date back to al leaSt 
1953. ~Bridgeport. 
Connecticut factory 
Clerk Albert K Bend­
er founder and dtrec 
tor of the lnlernahonal 
Flying Saucer Bureau 
claimed he had been 
v1Sl!ed by three men 
dressed 111 black SU11S 

"Ninety-nine p·er­
cenr of the MIB are 
men· Roiewicz says 
' Invariably they are 
dressea rn black 
clothes that apoear 
011her neatly pressed 
or hke they haven·1 
been ironed rn "'..eeks. 
They custcmarrly 
come n threes often 
arriving or departing 
1n bfack Cadillacs or 
other large. qark-<rol­
ored sedans.' 

According to Bend 
er the MIB not only 
ret/ealed lhe secret 
or flyrng saucers, but 
they also 1n11mated 
he'd end up In 1all tf 
t1e told anyone else 
Suitably impressed 
Bender folded his 
burgeoning bureau 
Bnd headed off to Los 

UFOUFJDAIE 

One anonymous 
source told Ro1ew1cz 
of an unsE?ttling en­
counter that tooK 
place in a university It· 
brary reading room. A 
smgular male Hgure 
dressed in a white 
st11rt black suit and 
a " blacl< . Texanl1ke 
string tie·· tried to en­
gage the res.eard1er 

Angeles And rn the lasl ISSUe of !he group·s newsletter S!Jace 
Review he cryphcally warned "those engaged in saucer 
wor1< to please be very cautious 

Bender may well have been an eccentric but hrs case 
was hardty un Que Many UFO rr.vesttgarors claim lhat MIB 
plague them to thts day The curious thing. says Peter Ro­
JE!WICZ. a folklonst who has studied the phenomenon · IS lhat 
MIB sometimes show up be!ore the witness has had a 
chanf'.e to report a UFO s1ghtrng They often have intimate 
lnformaliOn about the perc1p1ent that only he or a family 
member would normally have access to. And they :Gl..ISl.om­
arrty identify lhemsetves as mil1tary-1ntelhgenoe officers. 

RojeWICz, now an assistant professor of humanihes at The 
Ju11!iard School in New York first became fascinated by M!B 
stones and the people who told them in the early Eighties 
whlle rasearchtng a docroral ·thP.sis on UFO folklore at the 
University of Pennsylvania. His studies revealed a series· of 
bizarre. If con!radlctory, patterns 

in a casual con\/ersahon about UFOs I fold hrm i d1dn t 
much care Whether they wero real physical flying craft or 
not but that I found srones about them interesting said Ro­
iew1cz·s source Weil f thought ttie guy was going to come 
ungtued 1 He became highly agitated Flying saucers are 
the mos! mportant fact of tt1e century he s'1olJi.ed and 
you re not 1nlerosted?' 

Nol everyone within the UFO communrty accepts the 
existence of men 1n black I ve tried everything r knOw irr 
lhe laSI thirty years to get them 1ntereS!ed 1n me, Without a 
n1bt>te. says James Moseley who pubhshes the irreverent 
and 1conoc1ast1c broadsheet Saucer Smear 

Desplle Moseley's lack of a personal encounter, Ro1ewicz 
correlates the chanc;es of confronttng the MIB with the indi­
v1C'lual's degree ol UFO involvement He advises, however, 
nol to lret If It happens to you "Keep a sense of humor about 
yoursell. Don t gel upset or take them too $i;mously In Other 
words don't feed the phenomonon."-DENN/S STACY 

107 


